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The Tocal Alumni is committed to promoting Tocal College, and its
services and to connect everyone who associates with the
college, its farms, and its legacy.

Our purpose is to foster and promote a broad network of
ex-students, staff, and community with an interest in or 

link to Tocal.

ABOUT US



Background

ALUMNI REUNION POLICY & 

GUIDELINES

Section 4 of the Tocal Alumni Constitution states the following:

4 OBJECTS

4.1 To foster, support, and promote a State, National, and International
network for students, staff, members of the community, and others
with an interest or link to Tocal.

4.2 To establish and maintain a database of all members of the Alumni.

4.3 To advance the growth of community and industry support by
communicating the benefits of ongoing association with Tocal.

4.4 To participate in, contribute to, and advance the community and
culture of Tocal, through:

I. Promotion and support of Tocal events 

II. Fundraising for special projects and/or scholarships

III. Promoting the opportunities to support Tocal

One strategy to achieve these objectives is for the Tocal Alumni
Committee to develop and implement a policy and set of guidelines for
reunions with the aim of achieving consistently positive outcomes for the
Alumni and the College.



Background

ALUMNI REUNION POLICY & 

GUIDELINES

Ex-students will primarily attend reunions to renew friendships made
while at college, however, involvement will also enrich their affinity with
the College. This will bring long-term benefits to the Alumni and the
College.

The Alumni Committee agreed that the reunion policy and guidelines will
address the following:

• Proactive organisation of reunions based on 50th anniversary of
graduation.

• Support any year group who wishes to visit Tocal and/or have a
reunion at a location other than Tocal.

• Work towards Foundation Day being the annual focus for ex-students
to return to the College.

• All advertising of reunions to be in accordance with current
community standards so as not to reflect negatively on the Alumni and
the College.



Each 50-year reunion can be held over the year, preference is the second 

or third weekend of September 

50-YEAR REUNIONS

The base itinerary for each reunion is:

• Arrival at Tocal College accommodation (Glendarra) Friday afternoon.

• Dinner organised externally by cohort. Alumni Officer can provide
suggestions.

• Saturday - Guided homestead (depending on Wedding bookings)
and/or Tocal farm tours (depending on staff) or tours around the local
area, such as Dungog Picnic Train. All tours are an additional cost.

• Breakfast and lunch are provided at Tocal College Dining Hall.

• Dinner Saturday evening – the main event.

• Special Tocal Alumni guests, such as Tocal Alumni Committee
members and Principal Darren Bayley to attend (Alumni Officer
by request).

• Dinner is held at the Glendarra accommodation. Dining options;
banquet or self-facilitated BBQ cooked by cohort.

• Sunday – departure, option to visit Tocal Homestead as their Visitor
Centre is open 10 am – 3pm.

Please book as early as possible, as the Tocal site has been in high 

demand and weekend bookings fill up quickly. 



• It is expected that where possible year groups will provide other
contact details for members of their year that may not be on the Tocal
Alumni database; Potentiality.

• Year groups will nominate a group leader to help facilitate the
arrangement of the reunion in order for cohesion between the Alumni
Officer/College and cohort.

• Cohort to decide if they would rather have a more formal banquet
dinner or a self-facilitated BBQ .

• In good faith, provide the Tocal Alumni with a donation. This donation
supports the operation of the Alumni.

Traditionally a donation of $10 per student, but this is
up to the cohort’s discretion.

The Alumni Officer

RESPONSIBILITIES

• The Tocal Alumni Officer can advertise a call for members from that
year on various mediums, as well as contact all those on the database
for the year.

• Work alongside a contact in the cohort to run information by.

• Help support the organization of an itinerary and distribution.

• Be available for any assistance for the duration of the reunion.

• Provide images and historical artifacts from the year the cohort
attended.

• Book in all accommodation, meals, and tour guides

• Provide a tour guide for Tocal Homestead and Tocal Farms tours

• Provide Glendarra 2 Conference Room for the reunion activities

The College & Tocal Bookings Team (Reception)

The Cohort



Accommodation at Tocal

ACCOMMODATION

Tocal’s excellent accommodation, catering, education, and meeting
facilities make it an ideal venue for reunions, conferences, seminars, and
training. The Campus is located in a tranquil rural setting 3 km from the
Paterson township and 18 km from Maitland, within easy reach of the
attractions of the Hunter Valley.

Types of accommodation

Glendarra accommodation is located
across the road from the College
campus in a quiet rural setting and is
in motel style rooms. The rooms have
views across the paddocks and are
equipped with tea and coffee making
facilities, bar fridges as well as access
to a common room.

Glendarra

Glendarra 2 accommodation at Tocal can cater to different group sizes.
Five rooms contain a king bed and a single. Six rooms contain a queen bed
and a single. Two rooms contain 3 single beds. Two rooms contain 2 single
beds and a double bunk. The complex also contains a conference room
with a fridge, microwave, and sink area, perfect for corporates, craft
groups, and team-building exercises. There is one room that is accessible
by wheelchair.

There are also 11 rooms available in Glendarra 1; all are single rooms with
ensuite. Available for use is a common room with a television
and kitchenette containing a fridge, stove, and sink.

View rates and layout here.

https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/accommodation/paterson/glendarra-1-single-room
https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/accommodation/paterson/glendarra-1-single-room
https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/accommodation/paterson/glendarra-1-single-room


ACCOMMODATION

Types of accommodation

The College campus also provides flats
and cottages should you have a larger
group you need to accommodate for.
These are located on the College
campus adjacent to the main
entrance.

Cottages and flats

The two flats contain two single beds, a bar fridge, bathroom, and
television while the two cottages provide up to ten single beds in each.
The cottages have small kitchens and a lounge room.

Student rooms

There are 90 student rooms on
campus. For the majority of the year
these rooms are fully booked to the
students though may be available to
groups during College holidays. They
are single rooms and contain no
facilities. There is two shower/toilet

blocks located at either end of the student area and a self-service laundry.

See the back of the booklet for current rates 
and further  room information.

To book, please contact the Tocal Booking’s team:
• Phone: 1800 025 520 (International: 61-2-4939-8888)
• Email: tocal.bookings@dpi.nsw.gov.au

https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/accommodation/paterson/cottages-and-flats
https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/accommodation/paterson/cottages-and-flats
https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/accommodation/paterson/student-rooms
mailto:tocal.bookings@dpi.nsw.gov.au


For those cool evenings, at the push of a button, a restored fireplace is
available to warm the sitting room. The sitting room, kitchenette and
bathroom are downstairs while upstairs are the sleeping quarters. Queen
sized beds are in three of the suites with one suite providing two king sized
single beds. Tea and coffee making facilities are available in each little
kitchenette with a Nespresso machine, kettle, toaster and a bar fridge
provided.

A breakfast hamper consisting of fresh and wholesome breakfast foods
sourced from our local area is complimentary and delivered to your suite
each morning of your stay.

Enjoy a cup of tea outside on the verandah while watching the
farm animals graze nearby. The Barracks are not suitable for
children under the age of 13. Book directly online here.

ACCOMMODATION

The Barracks, Tocal

Situated on one of Australia's oldest
colonial working farms, The Barracks
provides boutique accommodation
on a unique heritage site.

Four suites have been beautifully
restored to provide elegant comforts
in the same space where convicts and
farmhands worked and toiled over
150 years ago.

Each suite allows guests to enjoy
the same views of sweeping
hillsides and colonial buildings in
air-conditioned comfort.

https://apac.littlehotelier.com/properties/thebarracksbbdirect
https://tocal.com.au/accommodation/


ACCOMMODATION

Paterson & Surrounds

Kings ND Queens

This recently renovated historic building is an original residence of the 
Paterson river-side hamlet. There are six newly renovated rooms all 
named after historical beings of the local area. Access to the adjoining 
café and bar area creates a beautiful place to sit and enjoy the country 
lifestyle. 
Book directly here.

Vacy Hunter Valley Lodge

This unique location offers views of the picturesque countryside with 
two dog friendly rooms, a double room and triple room. 
Book directly here.

Mercure Maitland Monte Pio

Dating back to the 1800s, the historic Mercure Maitland Monte Pio has 
47 guest rooms ranging from exquisite spa suites to standard guest 
rooms. Book directly here.

The Hunter Morpeth Motel and Villa’s is part of the Hunter Tennis 
Resort encompassing 9 motel rooms with a separate common 
room/kitchen facility, 8 villa’s and a 5-bedroom residence. 
Book directly here.

Hunter Morpeth Motel & Villas

Conveniently located on the New England Highway, this budget model 
offers rooms with comfortable beds, air conditioning, and a large flat-
screen TV. Rooms with a double spa bath and kitchenette 
are available. Book directly here.

Best Western Endeavour Motel

https://www.kingsndqueenspaterson.com.au/
https://vhvlodge.com/
https://all.accor.com/hotel/A0C4/index.en.shtml?utm_campaign=seo+maps&utm_medium=seo+maps&utm_source=google+Maps
https://hmmv.com.au/
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-details.90912.html?aff=BAU


COLLEGE FACILITIES

Large Group Facilities at Tocal

EA Hunt Hall

Tocal is situated on 2,200 hectares, so our facilities offer groups plenty of
space. The Glendarra conference room is ideal for groups that require
accommodation to be close, while the College offers other room sizes and
facilities based on your needs.

Capacity – 300 - 500
The hall is almost 30 m long and 18.2 m wide
which makes it perfect for large functions and
ceremonies. There are 30 oblong tables and
400 chairs available to use. Theatre style the hall will seat up to 700 people
comfortably.

Hay Shed Function Centre

Capacity – 140 - 250
The Hayshed Function Centre is a great
place for functions and conferences
commanding a magnificent view over the
lagoon whilst you take in the unique
character of the building.

The Function centre has plenty of space including a mezzanine area.
Groups can enjoy a catered morning tea or lunch under the iconic fig
trees or in a rustic barn. Catering is provided by Sprout catering where
all day, half day, breakfast, lunch, dinner or BBQ buffet lunches are
available.

Visit the College website for more details:

https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/venue-hire-and-events/venues

https://tocal.com.au/meetings-conferences-3/
https://sproutcatering.com.au/sprout-venues/tocal-homestead/
https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/venue-hire-and-events/venues


COLLEGE FACILITIES

Large Group Facilities at Tocal

Chapel

Capacity – 200
This magnificent structure in the heart of the
College campus is an Architectural award-
winning building. It features 150 timber and

leather strapped chairs, extra seating can be arranged if required.

Glendarra 2

Capacity – 30 - 100
This is our main Alumni reunion facility,
located on the end of Glendarra 2
accommodation, the room can easily be
rearranged and used as main common area.

The room has air conditioning, kitchenette and screen and projector. 

Visit the College website for more details:

https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/venue-hire-and-events/venues

https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/venue-hire-and-events/venues


COLLEGE FACILITIES

Small Group Facilities at Tocal

North Court 3

Capacity – 25 - 50
This room sits on the end of the college’s
main campus looking out across the
magnificent Tocal views. The room includes

a kitchenette, air conditioning, video conferencing and tables and chairs.

North Court 2

Capacity – 25 – 50
Next to North Court 3, is North Court 2,
both rooms can be joined to create a
bigger space. This room on its own is ample
but does not include a kitchenette.

McFarlane Court 3

Capacity – 25 – 50
Located near the front of the College main
campus, this room provides a great space
for a meeting or reunion. The room
includes kitchenette, air conditioning,
tables and chairs. A great alternative on
campus.

Visit the College website for more details:

https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/venue-hire-and-events/venues

https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/venue-hire-and-events/venues


COLLEGE FACILITIES

Small Group Facilities at Tocal

Tocal Library

Capacity – 10 - 50
This room sits on the end of
the college’s main campus
looking out across the
magnificent Tocal views. The
room includes a kitchenette,
air conditioning, tables and
chairs. The room also
contains Tocal books and
archives.

Tocal Dairy Conference Centre

Capacity – 10 - 50
Newly redesigned space, this
Tocal Dairy Conference Room
is perfect room for people
wanting to learn about Tocal
Farms. The room is situated
within Tocal Dairy and is used
as a learning classroom for
visitors. Limited parking but
space is flexible for tours and
meetings.

View the Terms and Conditions of Tocal 
accommodation and meeting rooms

https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/1139499/Tocal-accommodation-terms-and-conditions.pdf
https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/1139499/Tocal-accommodation-terms-and-conditions.pdf


COLLEGE FACILITIES

Additional Facilities

All our groups that book accommodation
and stay onsite are invited to use our onsite
facilities including the community pool
(open during the September - April months),
tennis courts and BBQ areas.

Tocal Catering

The Tocal College kitchen provides healthy,
nutritious food for students and staff as well
as providing event catering for the many
visitor groups and functions at the College.

They can cater for special diets and food requests and make fresh
deliveries to your meeting room or cater for you in our Dining Hall.

As with many other College facilities, use of the Dining Hall is
coordinated around the students and mealtimes are at set times. Meals
taken in the dining hall are cafeteria-style and follow the menu set for
the students and will usually include breakfast, lunch, and dinner.

• Continental breakfast
• Lunch - Choice of two dishes
• Dinner - Choice of two dishes plus dessert

Morning and afternoon teas can be catered for in the Dining Hall as well.

See pages 21-28 for 2024 rates and

further catering information.



SAMPLE REUNION ITINERARY 

Saturday
Morning:

• Arrival of guests at the College grounds, checking into
accommodation.

• Meet at Glendarra Conference Room 2. Self-catered or Tocal
catered morning tea available OR grazing boxes available from
Paterson Pantry.

Lunch:

• Optional farm tours around the College, subject to staff
availability.

• Tours of local businesses and surrounds, such as Hunter Valley
Gardens, wineries, John Tucker Park

• Lunch available at Tocal Dining Hall or self-catered. OR
adventure out into the local region.

Dinner:

• Dinner is available at Tocal Dining Hall or cook your own at the
BBQ outside Glendarra. You can bring the food yourself or
Tocal can provide a selection of meats and salads.

• Hold reunion party in Glendarra Conference Room 2.
• Alcohol is allowed on Glendarra facility, but not allowed near

student campus. Alcohol is not available to drink at Tocal
Dining Hall.

• We hope to organise a special Alumni guest and/or Tocal
principal, Darren Bayley, or staff to attend the reunion
gathering.

https://www.thepatersonpantry.com.au/


SAMPLE REUNION ITINERARY 

Sunday

Afternoon:

• Depart

Morning:

• Self-catered breakfast at Glendarra Conference Room 2 or
order breakfast at Tocal Dining Hall.

Lunch:

• Tour of Tocal Homestead, this historical site covers more than
140 acres of open land. You can book a two-hour guided tour
of the heritage site which showcases the stories of the
characters and activities at Tocal over the past 200 years. This
tour is available during the week and on weekends.

A self-guided tour is available when the visitor centre is open

(March–November from 10 am–3 pm)



PLANNING TIPS & TRICKS

Tips on how to make planning your reunion easier:

• Best to contact your cohort first and start working on a date. Once you
have a date and know how many people, please contact Tocal
bookings to see availabilities.

• You can put rooms on hold with Tocal bookings and people from your
cohort can ring up to utilize these rooms. To pay for your rooms, you
can get people to book and pay directly as a deposit will be required.
Sometimes, one person nominates themselves puts down a deposit,
pays for the rooms, and then collects the payments from everyone.
This streamlines the booking process.

• Within your cohort, allocate one individual who is the main contact.
They are responsible for organising the group lists of who is attending,
catering numbers and dietary requests, and accommodation lists.
These lists are helpful information to pass on to the College bookings
team and our Alumni Officer so we can help allocate rooms. The
individual can delegate the tasks out to other people, but they should
collect the information and return it to Tocal from one contact.

• Have fun, the college has a range of events occurring throughout the
year, and you can organise a reunion around them.

See upcoming events here.

View the Terms and Conditions 
of Tocal accommodation and 

meeting rooms

https://nswdpialumni.org/#upcomingevents
https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/1139499/Tocal-accommodation-terms-and-conditions.pdf
https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/1139499/Tocal-accommodation-terms-and-conditions.pdf
https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/1139499/Tocal-accommodation-terms-and-conditions.pdf


ALUMNI CONTACTS

Tocal Alumni Officer

Danielle Fordham
Ex-student 2016/17

Email: danielle.fordham@dpi.nsw.gov.au
Phone: 0457 922 166

I only work 7 hours per week.
The best way to contact me is through my email.
I will happily assist you in the organisation of your reunion.

For all Tocal-related bookings, accommodation enquiries contact:
tocal.bookings@dpi.nsw.gov.au or 02 4939 8888.

mailto:danielle.fordham@dpi.nsw.gov.au
mailto:tocal.bookings@dpi.nsw.gov.au










View the Terms and Conditions of Tocal 
accommodation and meeting rooms

https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/1139499/Tocal-accommodation-terms-and-conditions.pdf
https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/1139499/Tocal-accommodation-terms-and-conditions.pdf


View Glendarra 1 room layout here

View Glendarra 2 room layout here

GLENDARRA 1 & 2 ACCOMMODATION 
OPTIONS & RATES

https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/1146782/Glendarra-1-Floor-Plan.pdf
https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/1147852/Glendarra-2-floor-plan.pdf


FLATS & COTTAGES ACCOMMODATION 
OPTIONS & RATES



View more Tocal accommodation information & prices here

STUDENT ROOM ACCOMMODATION 
OPTIONS & RATES

All prices in this booklet are subject to change. 

https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/accommodation/student-accommodation


MAP OF TOCAL, PATERSON NSW



TOCAL CAMPUS MAP



GLENDARRA MAP



Class of 1973, October 2023 



EXAMPLE REUNION INVITATION
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